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himself had so bad an opinion of it, that he refused the part of Captain Macheath, and gave it to Walker1, who acquired great celebrity by his grave yet animated performance of ita.
\Ve talked of a young gentleman's marriage with an eminent singer3, and his determination that she should no longer sing in publick, though his father was very earnest she should; because her talents would be liberally rewarded, so as to make her a good fortune. It was questioned whether the young gentleman, who had not a shilling in the world4, but was blest with very uncommon talents, was not foolishly delicate, or foolishly proud, and his father tritely rational without being mean. -Johnson, with all the high spirit of a Roman senator, exclaimed,' He resolved wisely and nobly to be sure. He is a brave man. Would not a gentleman be disgraced by having his wife singing publick-ly for hire? No, Sir, there can be no doubt here. I know not if I should not prepare myself for a publick singer, as readily as let my wife be one.'
Johnson arraigned the modern politicks of this country, as entirely devoid of all principle of whatever kind.
•1 'In several parts of tragedy,' writes Tom Davies,'Walker's look, deportment, and action gave a distinguishedglare to tyrannic rage! Davies's Garrick, i. 24.
3 Pope said of himself and Swift:—' Neither of us thought it would succeed. We shewed it to Congreve, who said it would either take greatly or be damned confoundedly. We were all at the first night of it in great uncertainty of the event, till we were very much encouraged by overhearing the Duke of Argyle say, " It will do—it must do! I see it in the eyes of them!" This was a good while before the first act was over, and so gave us ease soon : for that duke has a more particular knack than any one now living in discovering the taste of the publick. He was quite right in this, as usual: the good-nature of the audience appeared stronger and stronger every act, and ended in a clamour of applause.' Spence's Ancc. p. 159. See The Dunciad, iii. 330, and post, April 25, 1778.
3   R. B. Sheridan married Miss Linley in 1773.
4   His wife had ^3000, settled on her with delicate generosity by a gentleman to whom she had been engaged.   Moore's Sheridan, i. 43.
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